5™ Grade Summer Reading
Dear Parents,

My name is Mrs. Terry Storey. I will be your student’s reading and language arts
teacher next year. Many of you may remember me from First Presbyterian Preschool. I
have been an educator for 28 years and I am thrilled to be teaching such a fine group of
students next year at 5t. Mary's. I look forward to meeting you. I have already been fo
see the students and know a lot of them already.

With that said, I want to explain their summer reading assignment. I am asking
each student to read The Watson's Go to Birmingham-1963. It was written by Christopher
Paul Curtis and it is a story I think needs to be told. My assignment for the students is to
read the book and then summarize their thoughts. They should concentrate on the
following elements:

1. Do you think the Watson's are weird? Why or why not?
Did you think Momma's punishment of Byron was fair? Tell me your thoughts.
Why did Momma have to be so careful about planning the trip to Alabama?
Explain Byron's character change during the story?
If you were seeing someone in your family for the last time, what would you say to
them?
6. Why do you think Christopher Paul Curtis wrote this novel? Explain.
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The summary should be no less than one page hand-written, If you want to read
this book with your student please feel free to do so. I still read to my children when
they were at this age.

I know you have a math assignment also, so there is work To be done this summer.
For this reason, I am only requiring one book to be read. But please understand that I
have a passion for reading and want to encourage my students to grow through literature.
They are encouraged to read as many books as they want from the list provided or, with
my approval, they can suggest something else,

T will give up to 2 extra credit grades for summaries of books they read in addition
to the required book. Feel free to contact me this summer and we can discuss any
suggestions they have. As of now you can contact my at my home e-mail
TRSHMS®@aol.com.

Again let me say how excited T am to be working with you and your student this fall.
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Mrs. Terry Storey







